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After more than forty years of breeding and racing thoroughbreds in Western Australia, Heytesbury 

Stud has announced it will cease operations in 2014. 

Heytesbury Stud will offer yearlings at the upcoming Perth Magic Millions sales, and its remaining 

horses at a combination of auction and private sale over the coming months.   

The only exception will be their exciting new stallion Ouqba, a Group winning son of Red Ransom, 

who will continue to stand in WA at another stud (details to be announced soon). 

Highlights for Heytesbury Stud over the decades include standing stallions such as Haulpak (perhaps 

WA’s greatest ever sire), Pago Pago (Golden Slipper winner and Champion Sire), Silver Knight 

(winner of 1971 Melbourne Cup), Family of Man (Australian Horse of the Year), Is It True (Breeders’ 

Cup Winner), Carry A Smile (WA Horse of the Year), Success Express (Breeders’ Cup Winner), Saxon 

(Champion First Season and 2YO Sire in WA), Husson Lightning (currently leading 2YO Sire in WA). 

On the racetrack, highlights have been innumerable, including Group One wins in races such as the 

Karrakatta Plate, the WA Derby, the Doncaster Handicap, the Epsom Handicap, the Ampol Stakes 

(now Emirates Stakes), and the Goodwood Stakes, placings in the Golden Slipper and Railway Stakes, 

and hundreds of other wins at race tracks around the country. 

The greatest highlight of all, of course, was Black Knight’s victory in the 1984 Melbourne Cup.  Bred 

at Heytesbury Stud, by foundation sire Silver Knight, and from foundation mare Brenta, Black Knight 

carried Heytesbury Stud’s famous maroon and white racing colours to victory in Australia’s greatest 

race. 

“It’s obviously a difficult decision on a personal level, having watched my father, mother and 

grandmother develop Heytesbury Stud from scratch,” Heytesbury Stud principal, Paul Holmes à 

Court, said. 

 “I’m retaining our racing colours, an interest in Ouqba, and certainly won’t be selling the farm, but 

2013 was our last breeding season, and this year’s sales will be our last.”  

“In some ways, Heytesbury Stud’s closure is the end of an era for the WA industry.  My father did 

things that had never been done before, and might never happen again.” 

“My family will always have fond memories of its time in the industry, and of all the wonderful 
people in it.  It’s a really great industry, and we’ll miss it.” 

“I’m very grateful for all the support we’ve enjoyed from our wonderful clients over the years, and of 
course all the talented and loyal staff we’ve had too.” 

 

For details of horses for sale, or for more information, please call Paul Holmes a Court on 6217 2600. 

 


